Minutes from SOCoP Meeting May 14, 2013  ( 11:00 – noon EDT)
 

 

Attendees-Participants: Gary Berg-Cross (SOCoP/Knowledge Strategies), Mike Dean (Rayethon/BBN), James Wilson (JMU), Peter Yim (Cim3), Nancy Wiegand (UW), Ralph Grove (JMU), Dalia Veranka (USGS), 
The telecom was again provided by GMU 1-218-862-9364

Passcode: 953677#.  

The following topics were discussed:

1 Update on GUI tool Development for SPARQL queries and Plans for UCGIS workshop
James described his plan for a UCGIS presentation which should be more formally available by the end of the week. It still sounds like there will probably be 20 minutes available for presentation at which James plans on going over:

· basic terms such as GeoSPARQL, 
· what tools they looked at and 
· how they settling on the tool’s functionality.  
He will have screenshots, but may be able to show a live demo and will discuss USGS involvement in providing data etc.
Ralph Grove got Version 0.7 up recently (see screenshot below) and may get to a Version 0.8 for the demo.
(The URL for the Geoquery gui tool is http://geoquery.cs.jmu.edu, but note, the old link still works Grove.cs.jmu.edu/geoquery)
Version 0.8 will improve search and show all results which you can click on. This will allow better map display as well as filtering displaying results in different colors.   Ralph and James Wilson have also met discuss what work they will do on the tool over the summer. These might include broader usability testing and we also want to consider other platforms than Parliament. Currently there is no Help or tutorial to help learn the interface and these are needed.
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Nancy asked about putting a link to the tool on our Wiki.  Ralph suggested developing a home page on either the Wiki or at JMU. Nancy suggested that this page might be developed for the JMU site but that we can all help write the content.
Nancy is thinking of having a Wisconsin student taking Wisconsin data, put it into the right form (DB to triples), make a SPARQL endpoint and have it run with the GUI tool. She wondered how to get help to do this conversion and various options were discussed including help with data conversion.
Ralph noted that there is a button at the bottom of the screen to allow one to change an endpoint, but this hasn’t been tested yet. Ralph thought that they might use Parliament since it is easy to install and you can put your data there.  Anyone can query the JMU  Parliament server directly, it's at http://geoquery.cs.jmu.edu/parliament/query.jsp.

Nancy will have to find an externally facing server that is not behind a firewall.

Mike had done something like this before for Todd, but had to do some special things to get it to run.

Dalia noted that the tool that David Mattli built was for USGS TNM data in particular. JMU data might now be different from the earlier conversion of USGS data, which required some manual edits and eliminations of duplicates. So we should be talking about GeoSPARQL in general and not The National Map data as a focus.

 2. Vocamp before AAAI Fall Symposium  (Nov 15-17)
There was further discussion of holding Vocamp after the AAAI Fall Symposium (at the Westin Arlington Gateway in Arlington, Virginia). of Nov 15-17.  This sound was an interesting possibility for SOCoP so Gary explored options.
Gary is working with Fouad Ramia and Dr. George Strawn at the National Coordination Office (NCO) which is located at NSF. We have received word from Fouad that they can accommodate us with conference room for the general sessions and breakout rooms on the Monday-Tuesday of Nov 18-19th . Gary has checked that are both possible for Pascal and Jano, who will be in town for the AAAI session. 
We expect that this Vocamp workshop would be a relatively small event of 20-30 but NSF will provide a WebEx as USGS did for the general sessions so that 10-15 interested parties that cannot attend could call in and see slides being presented. 
Nancy asked if we would consider a possibly separate SOCoP workshop later in the year. Gary though it possible if we moved it from Nov-Dec to January and made it a local focus.
Nancy was concerned with possible overlap with her planned Fall workshop even if there is a different focus on architecture. As shown by the recent virtual meeting architecture discussions can cover similar ground to these VoCamps.
3. Follow up to Virtual Workshop

The Virtual Workshop on Semantics in Geospatial Architectures (or Other) Architectures: Design and Implementation was held May 7, 2013 from 12:30 to about 4. The list of speakers is below and slides of their presentations are on the site.
NancyWiegand (U of Wisconsin, Madison) - 12:30 Eastern time slides    (3QY7)
· 12:40 DouglasFils (Ocean Leadership) - "Data Discovery and Integration An exploration of concepts for IODP" slides    (3QY9)
·  1:00 DamianGessler (iPlant Collaborative) - "Semantics for Cyberinfrastructure:
 The iPlant Collaborative’s
 Semantic Web Platform" slides    (3QYA)
·  1:20 DaveKolas (Raytheon BBN Technologies) - "Getting Started with GeoSPARQL" slides   (3QYB)
·  1:40 VeronikaMegler (Portland State University) - "The Problem of Semantics in the Metadata Mess" slides    (3S1F)
·  2:00 NaicongLi and PhilipMurphy (Redlands Institute & SDS Consortium) - "An Ontology-Driven Web Portal for Spatial Decision Support" slides    (3RRJ)
·  2:20 break    (3RT7)
·  2:30 WenwenLi (Arizona State University) - "Knowledge Mining for Intelligent Geospatial Data Discovery" slides    (3RRK)
·  2:50 ToddPehle (Orbis Technologies) - "Data and Service Discovery in Linked SDI and Linked VGI" slides    (3RRL)
·  3:10 ChaoweiYang (George Mason University) - "Using Semantic Web to Optimize the Discovery, Access, and Utilization of Big Geospatial Data" slides    (3RRM)
·  3:30 further comments or questions    (3S1G)
Peter noted that session is was well attended and had many downloads. Some gross statistics can be seen on the Ontolog-cwe site - see (collaborative work environment) site statistics:    (TGF)
· the <ontolog.cim3.net> clustrMaps - http://clustrmaps.com/counter/maps.php?url=http://ontolog.cim3.net    (TGH)
· site and download traffic - http://ontolog.cim3.net/webalizer/ [ auth: ontolog-member/ontology ] 

Peter noted that many people who do not attend the session live later go on the site to hear the topics and download material.  Some of our presentations had had a thousand downloads. This was exceeded only by some of the Ontology Summit downloads.  
4. Follow up to Ontology Summit 

The physical meeting of the Ontology Summit (OS) was held May 2-3 Symposium at NIST (Gaithersburg, MD campus.) The Summit theme was "Ontology Evaluation Across the Ontology Lifecycle" - see:
http://ontolog.cim3.net/cgi-bin/wiki.pl?OntologySummit2013 and the new Web Site. The Program is now online.


A final, adopted Communique is also  online.
Gary noted that Thursday 2013_05_16 there is a-: Ontology Summit 2013: review and follow-up action planning ("postmortem") session. The Co-chairs are  MichaelGruninger & MatthewWest –See ConferenceCall_2013_05_16 
5. Grant Extension & Planning for the Remainder of the “Year”  

Nancy has submitted the no-cost extension with supporting rationales. There was a back and forth on the length but it went in as a one year, no cost extension. This would extend work to August 2013. Nancy believes that this would extend each of the sub-contracts. A challenge will be considering how to make the grant dollars last for this period and cover priority tasks.
Gary asked if there were any ideas of organization over the summer?

Nancy wanted to do a query re-writing project with an undergraduate student over the summer involving ontologies & OGC web services. She asked how would we use ontologies for things like following relations in local land use. Dave had worked with something like this transforming data and getting uniform data, so it might be an interesting thing to work on.
One task is to develop educational material. Gary will send around his notes in BoK extension ideas.  We might rework this and send it around to the BoK folks. James has kept in touch with them on this.
Collaborations and Grant Efforts

Nancy noted that if we get a year extension there would be time for possible collaborations and grant efforts with some of the EC groups. 
Peter wanted to have an extended conversation on SOCoP OOR. A question is what is the plan for when the grant ends?  We need to put that on future agenda. 
Originally Mike was to stand up the server for the OOR, but Peter has had to do.  This needs to be discussed when we have the right people on the call. Peter noted that ESIP’s OOR is funded by NSF and has 80% overlap with the SOCoP OOR.  They may get EarthCube funding to continue, so we may have to consider what would happen to our OOR if that happens. 
The meeting closed noting that the next session is tentatively planned for Wed. June19 but this might be changed to another date and time that is convenient for more members.

