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To successfully make the case for ontology, we need first of all to be familiar with a wide variety of case studies. As they demonstrate the important uses of ontology that are already happening, these are at the core foundation of our strategy.
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, which are the result of three months of intense online discussions, culminated with the Ontology Summit symposium. Such discussions were organized in five tracks, briefly described below.
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I am not conviced. Ontology is for letting people understand each other (as John Sowa underlined). Maybe the viceversa holds: ontology does for people what the world wide does for machines...
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This is risky, as people may come to the conclusion that ontologists want to force "everyone to make the same movie". Sure, adopting the same ontology is like playing in the same movie, but ontologies can do more, namely letting people understand why they are not playing the same movie...
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This flexibility point should be expanded, as clearly flexibility  might be intended in many different ways. In which sense does ontology increase flexibility? To me, the answers are: 1) it detaches signs from their meanings; 2) it helps recognizing each aspect of the domain as a "first class citizen", to which you can attach information independently of the rest....
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Maybe we can put here my own sound bite:

An ontology is like a contract's fine print, one of those things which require a very precise technical jargon, which you might ignore in many cases, but which can save your business in critical situations...
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provide domain-related constraints to improve the performance of
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even across different branches of large organizations
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and ensure the value of
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Drive networks management by supporting 
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Help define, recognize and assess

Nicola Guarino
Nicola Guarino 16 April 2011 13:26
Help building
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Mutual understanding, by
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(or realizing that people are looking at different pages)
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and effectively,
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, negotiate 
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, exploiting the current state of the art of research.
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