Abstract

The principal objective of the project is to introduce and develop a new paradigm for the online navigation around the European Union “information space”, concentrating on the main actors, events, procedures and documents; and the relationships between them.

This objective will be pursued through the development of tools, processes and standards that build on the ISO “Topic Maps” [1] and ebXML [2] standards that will reduce the need for intense human aggregation of information while improving overall quality, as well as an operational “information map” built on these standards. The information map will point to and link events, actors, regulations and policy developments stored in their native context, using the standard vocabulary and ontology on EU policies and will be available in French,  English, and at least on other Eastern European language.
As such, deliverables for the project will include:

Using standards to:

· create a common vocabulary and terminology (a formal “ontology”) that adequately reflects the EU’s “information space”; and

· manage that ontological information in a human and programmatically-accessible registry and repository.

Developing processes to:

· analyse;

· extract; and
· encapsulate
key metadata and information contained in existing information and data sources about the work of the European Union.

Creating tools to:

· manage the reference vocabulary in the repository;

· make the repository and associated registry accessible;

· automate the processes of information extraction and encapsulation;

· populate and extend the Topic Map.
These deliverables will be accompanied by an implementation plan to promote use of the standard and the repository by non consortium partners including a pilot application with source code using the standard and the repository.

A secondary objective will be to generate a market for 3rd party solutions encourage:

· existing information suppliers to provide additional and adequate metadata that conforms to the reference vocabulary;

· the creation of additional Topic Maps;

· further knowledge management work,

using the ebXML repository developed by the consortium.
By providing a standard, structured vocabulary and ontology, the project opens possibilities for third parties to provide both additional information to extend the “information maps”; and additional technological solutions to help small and large organisations alike access and build those maps.

The project will use and, where necessary, extend existing and appropriate XML vocabularies, for example developed by OASIS [3] or as part of other research projects [4]
It will draw upon public information and data most notably Europa, EurActiv, EU actors and media from different European countries.

It will build upon current open source developments and possibly other tools. 

[1]
ISO 13250-2000 Topic Maps

[2]
ebXML Core Components, Registry and Repository
[3]
such as LegalXML
[4]
such as MetaLex (IST project), ParlML, eLINK; GovML (IDA projects) and IPEX (ECPRD project)

