Postal Address structured as ebXML Core Components.

This is an attempt to make a Core Component structure of the CEN standard prEN 1442-1 Postal services – Address data bases – Part 1: Components of postal addresses. Most basic components in the attached spreadsheet have been cross-referenced to terms used in the CEN standard, to OAG and to UBL terms in their design of the postal address.
The address structure presented supports the following features:

· It is possible to define three kinds of addresses: 

· fully structured addresses, where all address elements are coded in separate components

· partly structured addresses, where e.g. Country and Postcode are separately coded, but the street address is a line of text

· unstructured addresses that consist of a number of textual lines.

· An address can be made specific for a certain (governmental or commercial) postal service, like in-company services, military, Federal Express or the regular postal service.

· A distinction has been made between the delivery point that is used by the postal service to deliver the mail, and dispatch information used by the mailee for further processing and final delivery to the addressee. The structure of the underlying info though is the same, therefore both use the same underlying ACC's

· The hierarchy of the address is Country (incl. sub entity) – Locality (Town) – Street – Delivery Point. Note that  in some (rural) situations Street may be absent, and Delivery Point is directly identified within Locality.

· Locality may be defined in an arbitrary hierarchy of subdivisions within the country, and the locality itself may be subdivided, e.g. in districts or Postal Zones.

· The Delivery and Dispatch points also may be defined in a hierarchy (e.g. Building – Wing – Floor – Door).

· It is possible to indicate the use of basic postal services, like Postbox, Poste Restante and Express. To support more complex services (like Registration or Collection of money) the structure probably should be extended. 

Fred van Blommestein

10 March 2003
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