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Announcement: PMWX Release

 The PMWX Code has just been released into 
beta on December 9, 2008
– Released as free and open source under the GNU 

General Public License GPLv2.
– www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Extension:Purple_MediaWiki

 Project page: project.cim3.net/wiki/PMWX
 Release notes: 

project.cim3.net/wiki/PMWX_Release_Notes

http://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Extension:Purple_MediaWiki
http://project.cim3.net/wiki/PMWX
http://project.cim3.net/wiki/PMWX_Release_Notes
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Commemorating:
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History of Purple Numbers

 Doug Engelbart’s oNLine System (NLS) in 1968: “Mother of All 
Demos”

 “Precision browsing” added in the mid-1990s by Doug Engelbart 
along with Bob Czech and Christina Engelbart at the Bootstrap 
Institute

– “Statement numbers” are now called “Purple Numbers” because of their 
color.

 Frode Hegland introduced link information and made purple numbers 
active elements in 2000.

 Other implementations & related work
– XLink, XPointer and XPath; Purple; Plink; PurpleSlurple, PurpleWiki; 

Purple numbering on blogs; HyperScope; Purple Include
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Purple MediaWiki in Action
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Using Purple Numbers

• Precise communication
• Bookmark and search
• Copy-and-paste purple numbers
• Context-preserving transclusion
• Targeted content at top of page
• Real-time precise content location (“find on 

page”)
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Current Implementation

• HIDs and transclusion use server-side PHP.
• Viewspec uses client-side JavaScript.
• MediaWiki hook: OutputPageBeforeHTML
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Features of Current Release

 HIDs
– Paragraphs
– Bullet points
– Headers
– Tables
– Media objects (e.g., images)

 Viewspec (show/hide purple numbers)
 HID transclusion
 TOC entry transclusion
 Transclusion targets

– Current version
– Permanent link (specific version)
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Purple SemanticMediaWiki (PSMW) in Action (1)
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Purple SemanticMediaWiki (PSMW) in Action (2)

Transclusion syntax:
<t>http://wikitag.ccs.neu.edu:5900/pmwx/index.php/CCIS#hid1B1</t>
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