Dublin Core as an ontology

Overview

Dublin Core is a standard set of terms -- a controlled vocabulary -- for describing the 'metadata' of information resources such as human written texts, sound, images, and other digitally published content.  It is extremely well documented and is available in XML and RDF forms.
Level of structure/formality

Dublin Core is a well-defined vocabulary for encoding common metadata fields.  There is essentially no formal structure; it is a flat list of terms.
Expressiveness of representation

The representation of Dublin Core as an ontology is natural language.  Therefore, it is on the least expressive end of the spectrum in the sense that this dimension is defined.
Representational granularity
This dimension does not make sense for a controlled vocabulary.
Intended Use

As a controlled vocabulary, Dublin Core is used in many applications where some choice of names for metadata fields is required.  Libraries, media publishers, and others who deal in large amounts of human-generated content use Dublin Core as the starting point for their ontologies.  
Role of automated reasoning
· database lookup?
Descriptive vs. prescriptive
It is prescriptive in some sense.  I still don't get this dimension.
Design methodology

Rigorous international standards process.
