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EnvO is a community ontology for the 
concise, controlled descrip8on of 
environments. 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Kinds of ques8ons EnvO aims to address: 
Who or what was there? 
What were they up to? 
What was it like? 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Ecologists, Biodiversity Scien8sts, Earth 
Scien8sts, etc understand a lot more from a 
term such as Boreal Forest than a set of 
geographic coordinates. 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Marine epipelagic biome 
Biome level 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Marine neri8c epipelagic biome 
Biome level 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Marine sub8dal rocky reef 
Feature level 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Coastal water 
Material level 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Alignments to the Basic Formal Ontology (BFO) 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hRp://www.environmentontology.org 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maintenance 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Community 

  Background 
  Started in 2007 at ISMB in Vienna 
  4 Official Workshops 

  Editorial Team 
  Developed by The Environment Ontology Consor8um 

  Michael Ashburner ‐ University of Cambridge, UK. 
  Dawn Field ‐ NERC Centre for Ecology and Hydrology, UK. 
  Suzanna Lewis ‐ Lawrence Berkeley Laboratories, US. 
  Lynn Schriml ‐ University of Maryland, US. 
  Barry Smith ‐ University at Buffalo, US. 
  Pier Luigi BuCgieg – Alfred Wegener Ins8tute for Polar and Marine Research, Germany. 
  Norman Morrison – The University of Manchester, UK 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Users 
•  For a full list see: 
– hRp://www.environmentontology.org/users 

•  EnvO is recommended by the Minimum 
Informa8on about Any Sequence Specifica8on 
(MIxS) 

•  The advanced search of the (meta)proteome 
database PRIDE has the op8on to search by 
ENVO term 
– See hRp://www.ebi.ac.uk/pride/ 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